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This book presents important papers that
cover a myriad of civil-military relations in
multiple countries and experiences includ-
ing Egypt, Sudan, Pakistan, Turkey, Indone-
sia, Latin America, the Iberian Peninsula,
and beyond. Other papers also analyze the
conditions needed for successful transi-
tions towards democratic rule and the loos-
ening of the military grip over politics and ci-
vilian life, particularly in Muslim countries.
But in many societies, particularly in the
MENA region, the vision is blurry and the
road is arduous since the setback of the
Arab Spring. Over time it has become very
clear that championing lofty ideals and pro-
gress towards democratic governance, plu-
ralistic and inclusive societies, the respect
for human rights, the rule of law, transpar-
ency, accountability, rooting of corruption,
economic development, and social justice
and harmony cannot be realized without
first addressing and balancing civil-military
relations, particularly in Muslim societies.
The papers in this volume will contribute to
a better understanding and analysis, and
eventually help realize these lofty ideals.
The sooner intellectuals, thought leaders,
and experts in Muslim societies deal seri-
ously with the issue of balancing civil-mili-
tary relations, the sooner these societies
will be able to overcome a variety of other,
related problems successfully.
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